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OLLIE TO FIGHT FIRING

AS EXPECTED, KEVIN OLLIE WILL
APPEAL HIS FIRING AS COACH
OF THE MEN’S TEAM, PAGE 12B

Woman injured in accident
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BOARD PRESIDENT
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sider accepting city students
into their schools.
O’Leary asked area mayors
and first selectmen gathered
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original
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of to
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any superintendents interested,” O’Leary said after the
meeting Friday. “There’s absolutely no sense in having any
letter
page about it if superconversations

some neighboring districts, an
influx of Waterbury students
could help smaller towns
See SCHOOLS, Page 7A Page
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CHURCH CEILING Another
IS ‘LOOKING UP!’ storm
heads
our way

A woman from Northfield suffered serious
injuries and three people were also hurt in
a two-vehicle crash on Route 8 South in
Waterbury early Sunday. PAGE 1B

4-8'' of snow
expected from
3rd nor’easter
STAFF AND NEWS SERVICE REPORTS

The Northeast is bracing
for its third nor’easter in less
than two weeks, while some
people are still feeling the effects of the last storm that
dumped more than 2 feet of
snow in some areas and left
hundreds of thousands of customers without power.
A southern storm is expected to make its way up the
coast, bringing more snowfall
from tonight through Tuesday afternoon, the National
Weather Service said Sunday.
The weather service has issued a winter storm watch for
Litchfield, New Haven and
Fairfield counties, with 4 to 8
inches of heavy snow possible
in Greater Waterbury and
more than 6 inches in Litchfield County.
Northerly winds of 15 to 30
mph and gusts up to 45 mph
are also possible, once again

White-collar jobs disappear
A third of the nation’s major metro areas
— nearly 80 communities — are shedding
a greater percentage of white-collar than
blue-collar jobs, the AP says. PAGE 1C

Fear of contamination spreads
Traces of a nerve agent that seriously
injured an ex-spy and his adult daughter
were found in a restaurant, causing others
to undergo immediate testing. PAGE 5A

Community page happenings
A new TV for seniors in Woodbury and a
reading program for elementary school
students in Thomaston are among the
items on today’s page. PAGE 5B

OPINION OF THE DAY: “I agree with President
Trump’s agenda. It’s working. However, I am embarrassed
by the president’s tweets. If he loves tweets, he should buy a
bird feeder.” — Bobby Brzozowy, New Hartford

See SNOW, Page 4A

READ THE FULL LETTER ON PAGE 6A

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VALENTI REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Paul Bastiaanse sprays plaster during a restoration process above the ceiling at Trinity Church in Newtown on March 5. A patented process is being used in Connecticut
for the first time, with work by companies from Woodbury and Torrington.

WEB EXTRAS
TO DAY AT R E P -A M .CO M
Bonus features at rep-am.com/webextra
>> CHURCH VIDEO Watch a video report on the ceiling
restoration work being done by companies from Woodbury and
Torrington at a church in Newtown.
>> TELL YOUR FRIENDS Look for the
“Share” button on stories at rep-am.com to send them to
friends via Facebook, Twitter and other social media.
>> EAT FOR FREE Enter for a chance to win a $25 gift card
from Fratelli’s Pizzeria in Waterbury through the Online Dining Guide.
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Historic plaster intact in Newtown
BY HARRISON CONNERY
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

F

NEWTOWN
ive stories
above the tile
floor in Newtown’s Trinity
Episcopal Church is a
labyrinth of lath laid in
1870 to hold its plaster ceiling tight.

ON THE WEB, see a video
report of this story
at rep-am.com.
But as the decades
passed, like a ceiling in an
old house, the plaster lost
its strength, started to sag
and crack, and if ignored,
would eventually rain
down on the wooden pews.

Artech Church Interiors
of Woodbury and Valley
Restoration of Torrington
teamed up to restore the
plaster ceiling, using a
technique patented by a
Canadian company for the
first time in Connecticut.
Trinity is in the middle of
a “Look Up! Ceiling CamSee CEILING, Page 7A

Bastiaanse uses
rags on a
pole to
gather
any
spillage
from
spraying
the plaster on the
other side
during
restoration work
at the
church.

Students
planning
walkouts
Wednesday
Area schools to
honor 17 killed
BY MICHAEL GAGNE
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

On Wednesday, exactly
four weeks after the massacre of 17 people at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., numerous groups of high
school-aged students across
Connecticut
>> President
are expected
Trump backs
to join multioff some gun
tudes of peers
control ideas, nationwide in
Page 3A.
a coordinated
walkout
to
press for safer schools.
Argenis Herrera, a senior
and student leader at Waterbury Career Academy High
School, said he expects a

Read it at rep-am.com

See WALKOUT, Page 7A
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Mark Bastiaanse uses rags on a pole to gather any spillage from spraying the plaster on the
other side during a restoration process above the ceiling at the Trinity Church in Newtown.

CEILING: A first for Connecticut
Continued from Page One
paign” to restore its sanctuary to its original splendor.
The stone church stands
atop a hill where it commands a central position in
town, towering over the flagpole where Church Hill Road
and Main Street intersect.
“For generations, Trinity
has been a sacred space, a
place to pray, a place to worship, a place to gather, for all
people,” said Jennifer Montgomery, priest in charge.
“We came down on the side
of historical preservation because it’s a way to honor the
work of our forefathers and
mothers in building this sacred space.”
Artech is repainting the
nave and Valley Restoration
tackled the plaster and what
lies above.
Paul Bastiaanse, the owner
of Valley Restoration, said
their two-week plaster repair
completed Friday is the first
of its kind in Connecticut. He
is licensed to use Historic
Plaster Conservation Services products in New England. The Canadian company
has patented methods allowing plaster repair without removing the plaster.
AS ARTECH PAINTERS
STOOD atop 20-foot ladders
in the nave beneath them on
a recent afternoon, Bastiaanse and his crew of four
worked in the attic five stories above the street.
The attic is accessible only
by an exterior scaffolding
erected up the steeple or a
ladder rising through the
pipes of the church organ to a
trap door.
“This is 1870s plaster, it’s a
system, so the whole plaster
ceiling is all connected,” said
Bastiaanse, pointing to hairline cracks in the white ceiling. “So a lot of people just go
ahead and put some plaster
there and that’s it, but the
problem is the lug-and-keys
are failed so they have a risk
of falling down and losing the
whole history of the plaster.”
Bastiaanse said a plasteron-wood-lath ceiling, like
Copyright (c) 2018 Republican-American 03/12/2018
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Trinity’s, is suspended from
the wood lath substrate holding it up, not adhered to it.
The plaster is molded into
keys that slump over the
back of the lugs, effectively
turning them into hooks from
which the plaster is suspended. Over time the plaster
breaks, increasing pressure
on the intact keys. Eventually, the ceiling falls.
“A lot of people would put
sheet rock or screws in,
which fix the symptom, not
the problem,” he said.
INSIDE THE ATTIC, the ceiling slopes away from the
ridge beam so workers
strapped on harnesses and
hooked themselves to a pulley system to prevent them
from falling through — a risk
if they stepped off the rafters.
Illuminated by two strings of
construction lights hung over
the ridge beam, they crawled
like spiders over the centuries-old ceiling, testing
plaster keys by shaking them
and tossing away those that
snapped.
Historic Plaster Conservation Services is a Canadian
company founded in 1988 to
conserve architectural plaster.
The company patented
several products and tools —
micro-jacks to hold up ceilings, an adhesive gel-syringe
gun, adhesives and a remote
applicator to treat ceilings
from blind locations.
“Historic plaster has both
aesthetic and practical value,” said Neal Mednick, a
company spokesman. “In virtually all cases it’s worth preserving.”
Restoring the plaster is a
three step process of spraying the plaster with a water
and acrylic resin mix. The
first spray is mostly water
and is designed to penetrate
all the layers of plaster and
wood substrate. The second
is half resin and water and
the third is all resin. As the
water evaporates the resin
adheres over the plaster and
wood substrate, connecting
all the plaster into a single
cohesive unit. Then, the broken keys are fixed with a cus-

tom caulk gun.
“These are specially formulated acrylic resins to
penetrate into the plaster,
there are two objectives,” he
said. “One is to strengthen
the plaster matrix, which
over time becomes powdery
and weak, and the other is to
consolidate the plaster onto
the wood lath.”
He said the consolidation
transforms the ceiling from a
weak suspension system to a
strong adhered system.
“What’s important is the
acrylic resins are inherently
flexible,” he said. “If they
were not flexible this procedure would not work.”
Tom Burns, Historic Plaster Conservation Services
representative for the New
England region and owner of
Artech Church Interiors, said
flexibility is important to
keep the plaster from cracking as the building sways.
THE PLASTER DATES to the
construction of the building
in 1870, although the church
was founded in 1732. Originally, it convened in a 28-by24-foot structure near the
corner of Main Street and
Glover Avenue. In 1746 a
larger building was constructed on the west side of
Main Street before the stone
structure in use today was
built.
Paul Bastiaanse’s late father, Robert Bastiaanse,
founded Valley Restoration
about 1965. Bastiaanse, 40,
and his brother Mark picked
up the trade by helping their
father with projects.
Christopher Wigren,
deputy director of the Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation, said preserving
original or old materials
wherever possible is important because small insignificant changes over time can
significantly change the feel
of a building.
“The building is very important to its congregation
and the community as well
and we’re very happy they’re
taking good care of it to continue to serve the community,” he said.

stave off anticipated cuts in
state education grants,
O’Leary said.
O’Leary has already discussed the idea with Wolcott
Mayor Thomas G. Dunn and
Wolcott School Superintendent Anthony Gasper. Dunn
was open to considering the
idea, but it didn’t get far.
Gasper this week said the
idea of accepting Waterbury
students would need the blessing of the Board of Education,
but it’s not something Board of
Education Chairwoman Lori
A. DelBuono Bartlett is willing
to discuss now.
“I discussed it with the
board chair and she at this
time is not interested with it
being on the agenda,” Gasper
said. “At this time, it’s not
something I anticipate discussing in the near future.”
Attempts to reach DelBuono Bartlett were unsuccessful.
Gasper said there are too
many unanswered questions
about how such a system
would work. It’s unknown
how many students would
come, how they would be selected, who would pay for
transportation or how Wolcott would be compensated.
“I would need to see a program to see if we want to
subscribe to it,” Gasper said.
“There’s just far too many
unknowns at this point for
my board or any board to determine if they are interested in participation.”
O’Leary said he doesn’t
quite know how the system
would work. He’s wants to restrict it to elementary school
students. For now, he’s just
trying to gauge interest.
Waterbury has not yet
contacted the state Department of Education.
STATE OFFICIALS SAY
there are a couple possibilities. Waterbury could reach
bilateral agreements with
other districts to share students and resources. They
could also try to launch an
“Open Choice” program.
Hartford, New Haven and
Bridgeport currently offer
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