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BY MICHAEL  PUFFER
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY — Mayor
Neil M. O’Leary is asking sur-
rounding communities to con-
sider accepting city students
into their schools. 

O’Leary asked area mayors
and first selectmen gathered
Friday for a meeting of the

Naugatuck Valley Council of
Governments to broach the
idea with their local school of-
ficials.

“I’ll know a lot more by the
end of next week if there are
any superintendents interest-
ed,” O’Leary said after the
meeting Friday. “There’s ab-
solutely no sense in having any
conversations about it if super-

intendents or the Board of Ed-
ucation don’t have an interest.”

O’Leary said Waterbury
could use a relief valve for its
overcrowded schools. With
enrollments plummeting in
some neighboring districts, an
influx of Waterbury students
could help smaller towns

Mayor eyes area towns
Sharing students may alleviate overcrowding“IT JUST MAKES

GOOD SENSE
ECONOMICALLY
AND EDUCATION-
ALLY TO SHARE
RESOURCES.”

ELIZABETH C. BROWN 
WATERBURY SCHOOL
BOARD PRESIDENT

See SCHOOLS, Page 7A
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NEWTOWN 

F ive stories
above the tile
floor in New-
town’s Trinity

Episcopal Church is a
labyrinth of lath laid in
1870 to hold its plaster ceil-
ing tight. 

But as the decades
passed, like a ceiling in an
old house, the plaster lost
its strength, started to sag
and crack, and if ignored,
would eventually rain
down on the wooden pews. 

Artech Church Interiors
of Woodbury and Valley
Restoration of Torrington
teamed up to restore the
plaster ceiling, using a
technique patented by a
Canadian company for the
first time in Connecticut.

Trinity is in the middle of
a “Look Up! Ceiling Cam-

STAFF AND NEWS SERVICE REPORTS

The Northeast is bracing
for its third nor’easter in less
than two weeks, while some
people are still feeling the ef-
fects of the last storm that
dumped more than 2 feet of
snow in some areas and left
hundreds of thousands of cus-
tomers without power. 

A southern storm is expect-
ed to make its way up the
coast, bringing more snowfall
from tonight through Tues-
day afternoon, the National
Weather Service said Sun-
day. 

The weather service has is-
sued a winter storm watch for
Litchfield, New Haven and
Fairfield counties, with 4 to 8
inches of heavy snow possible
in Greater Waterbury and
more than 6 inches in Litch-
field County. 

Northerly winds of 15 to 30
mph and gusts up to 45 mph
are also possible, once again

Another
storm
heads
our way
4-8'' of snow
expected from
3rd nor’easter
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On Wednesday, exactly
four weeks after the mas-
sacre of 17 people at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., nu-
merous groups of high
school-aged students across

Connecticut
are expected
to join multi-
tudes of peers
nationwide in
a coordinated
walkout to

press for safer schools.
Argenis Herrera, a senior

and student leader at Water-
bury Career Academy High
School, said he expects a

Students
planning
walkouts
Wednesday
Area schools to
honor 17 killed

CHURCH CEILING
IS ‘LOOKING UP!’

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VALENTI  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Paul Bastiaanse sprays plaster during a restoration process above the ceiling at Trini-
ty Church in Newtown on March 5. A patented process is being used in Connecticut
for the first time, with work by companies from Woodbury and Torrington.

Historic plaster intact in Newtown

Bastia-
anse uses
rags on a
pole to
gather
any
spillage
from
spraying
the plas-
ter on the
other side
during
restora-
tion work
at the
church.

ON THE WEB, see a video
report of this story
at rep-am.com.

See SNOW, Page 4A

See CEILING, Page 7A

Sunshine early, then
clouding up as a new
snow storm comes in
tonight. Page 8A

AS EXPECTED, KEVIN OLLIE WILL
APPEAL HIS FIRING AS COACH
OF THE MEN’S TEAM, PAGE 12B

Community page happenings
A new TV for seniors in Woodbury and a
reading program for elementary school
students in Thomaston are among the
items on today’s page. PAGE 5B

Fear of contamination spreads
Traces of a nerve agent that seriously
injured an ex-spy and his adult daughter
were found in a restaurant, causing others
to undergo immediate testing. PAGE 5A

White-collar jobs disappear
A third of the nation’s major metro areas
— nearly 80 communities — are shedding
a greater percentage of white-collar than
blue-collar jobs, the AP says. PAGE 1C

Woman injured in accident
A woman from Northfield suffered serious
injuries and three people were also hurt in
a two-vehicle crash on Route 8 South in
Waterbury early Sunday. PAGE 1B
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OPINION OF THE DAY: “I agree with President
Trump’s agenda. It’s working. However, I am embarrassed
by the president’s tweets. If he loves tweets, he should buy a
bird feeder.” — Bobby Brzozowy, New Hartford 
READ THE FULL LETTER ON PAGE 6A

Bonus features at rep-am.com/webextra

>> CHURCH VIDEO Watch a video report on the ceiling
restoration work being done by companies from Woodbury and
Torrington at a church in Newtown. 

>> TELL YOUR FRIENDS Look for the
“Share” button on stories at rep-am.com to send them to
friends via Facebook, Twitter and other social media.

>> EAT FOR FREE Enter for a chance to win a $25 gift card
from Fratelli’s Pizzeria in Waterbury through the Online Dining Guide.

WEB EXTRAS
TODAY AT REP-AM.COM

>> President
Trump backs
off some gun
control ideas,
Page 3A.

UCONN
READY
COACH
AURIEMMA
HAS WOMEN
SET FOR A RUN
TO PERFECTION,
PAGE 12B

MEN’S BRACKETS, PAGES 6-7B

See WALKOUT, Page 7A
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stave off anticipated cuts in
state education grants,
O’Leary said.

O’Leary has already dis-
cussed the idea with Wolcott
Mayor Thomas G. Dunn and
Wolcott School Superinten-
dent Anthony Gasper. Dunn
was open to considering the
idea, but it didn’t get far. 

Gasper this week said the
idea of accepting Waterbury
students would need the bless-
ing of the Board of Education,
but it’s not something Board of
Education Chairwoman Lori
A. DelBuono Bartlett is willing
to discuss now.

“I discussed it with the
board chair and she at this
time is not interested with it
being on the agenda,” Gasper
said. “At this time, it’s not
something I anticipate dis-
cussing in the near future.” 

Attempts to reach Del-
Buono Bartlett were unsuc-
cessful.

Gasper said there are too
many unanswered questions
about how such a system
would work. It’s unknown
how many students would
come, how they would be se-
lected, who would pay for
transportation or how Wol-
cott would be compensated.

“I would need to see a pro-
gram to see if we want to
subscribe to it,” Gasper said.
“There’s just far too many
unknowns at this point for
my board or any board to de-
termine if they are interest-
ed in participation.”

O’Leary said he doesn’t
quite know how the system
would work. He’s wants to re-
strict it to elementary school
students. For now, he’s just
trying to gauge interest.

Waterbury has not yet
contacted the state Depart-
ment of Education. 

STATE OFFICIALS SAY
there are a couple possibili-
ties. Waterbury could reach
bilateral agreements with
other districts to share stu-
dents and resources. They
could also try to launch an
“Open Choice” program. 

Hartford, New Haven and
Bridgeport currently offer

state-supported Open
Choice programs. The state
pays a stipend for each stu-
dent received by a suburban
town. Students are picked by
lottery. The stipend varies
depending on the percent-
age of city students in a sub-
urban district. The greater
percentage of city students
in a suburban district, the
larger their stipend.

Towns accepting Hartford
students receive between
$3,000 and $8,000 per stu-
dent, according to Glen Pe-
terson, education division
director with the state De-
partment of Education. Re-
ceiving towns also get to
claim half of the incoming
students in the formula for
their share of the state’s Ed-
ucation Cost Sharing grant. 

Some suburban towns
take in 150 Hartford stu-
dents, Peterson said. Adding
75 students to the Education
Cost Sharing formula could
“be worth many thousands
of dollars,” he said.

The General Assembly
would have to sign off on cre-
ating another Open Choice
program, said Peter Yazbak,
spokesman for the state De-
partment of Education. 

O’Leary has met with Sen.
Martin M. Looney, D-New
Haven, president pro tem-
pore of the Senate, to discuss
the potential for sharing stu-
dents to alleviate over-
crowding. O’Leary said an
influx of nearly 300 Puerto
Rican students displaced by
Hurricane Maria has signifi-
cantly added strain.

“Sen. Looney was encour-
aged that Mayor O’Leary had
already engaged in positive
discussions with neighboring
communities,” Looney
spokesman Adam Joseph
wrote in an email. “We are

hopeful that a regional agree-
ment can be reached and be-
lieve that the state could be
helpful, if necessary, in facili-
tating such an agreement.”

O’LEARY STRESSED Water-
bury school officials would
also have to show interest. In
the past, some officials had
voiced concern top-perform-
ing students would drain out
to neighboring districts. 

Waterbury Board of Edu-
cation President Elizabeth C.
Brown, however, backed the
idea when reached Thursday. 

“I think it makes good
sense, with shrinking enroll-
ments in the suburbs and our
enrollment is increasing,”
Brown said. “It just makes
good sense economically and
educationally to share re-
sources.”

Woodbury First Select-
man William J. Butterly said
he’s interested in exploring
the potential, although the
decision rests with school of-
ficials. Butterly said he was
reassured by O’Leary that
receiving schools wouldn’t
have to keep students who
turned out to be discipline
problems. 

“The thing that made it re-
ally palatable to the people
who were listening is they
would remain students of
the Waterbury school sys-
tem,” Butterly said. 

THE IDEA IS ATTRACTIVE
to some in Waterbury. 

Domenic A. Davino Jr.
lives in the city’s East End.
He has two children en-
rolled in Rotella Magnet
School. He’s happy with
Rotella, but worries about
what will happen if his chil-
dren aren’t successful get-
ting into a magnet school for
middle school, where he’s
heard of discipline and dis-
order problems. 

Davino said he’d like a
chance to send his children
to school with their friends
in neighboring Wolcott. But
he’s also admitted concern
for how they’d be received. 

“Some parents will have
bad comments and their
kids will hear it,” Davino
said. 

SCHOOLS: Overflow to towns?
Continued from Page One
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Should suburban districts
take Waterbury students 
to help solve declining
enrollments and state aid?

FIND RESULTS OF YESTERDAY’S
QUESTION ON PAGE 2A.

TODAY’S POLL
VOTE ONLINE AT REP-AM.COM

paign” to restore its sanctu-
ary to its original splendor.

The stone church stands
atop a hill where it com-
mands a central position in
town, towering over the flag-
pole where Church Hill Road
and Main Street intersect.

“For generations, Trinity
has been a sacred space, a
place to pray, a place to wor-
ship, a place to gather, for all
people,” said Jennifer Mont-
gomery, priest in charge.
“We came down on the side
of historical preservation be-
cause it’s a way to honor the
work of our forefathers and
mothers in building this sa-
cred space.” 

Artech is repainting the
nave and Valley Restoration
tackled the plaster and what
lies above.

Paul Bastiaanse, the owner
of Valley Restoration, said
their two-week plaster repair
completed Friday is the first
of its kind in Connecticut. He
is licensed to use Historic
Plaster Conservation Ser-
vices products in New Eng-
land. The Canadian company
has patented methods allow-
ing plaster repair without re-
moving the plaster. 

AS ARTECH PAINTERS
STOOD atop 20-foot ladders
in the nave beneath them on
a recent afternoon, Basti-
aanse and his crew of four
worked in the attic five sto-
ries above the street.

The attic is accessible only
by an exterior scaffolding
erected up the steeple or a
ladder rising through the
pipes of the church organ to a
trap door.

“This is 1870s plaster, it’s a
system, so the whole plaster
ceiling is all connected,” said
Bastiaanse, pointing to hair-
line cracks in the white ceil-
ing. “So a lot of people just go
ahead and put some plaster
there and that’s it, but the
problem is the lug-and-keys
are failed so they have a risk
of falling down and losing the
whole history of the plaster.”

Bastiaanse said a plaster-
on-wood-lath ceiling, like

Trinity’s, is suspended from
the wood lath substrate hold-
ing it up, not adhered to it.
The plaster is molded into
keys that slump over the
back of the lugs, effectively
turning them into hooks from
which the plaster is suspend-
ed. Over time the plaster
breaks, increasing pressure
on the intact keys. Eventual-
ly, the ceiling falls. 

“A lot of people would put
sheet rock or screws in,
which fix the symptom, not
the problem,” he said.

INSIDE THE ATTIC, the ceil-
ing slopes away from the
ridge beam so workers
strapped on harnesses and
hooked themselves to a pul-
ley system to prevent them
from falling through — a risk
if they stepped off the rafters.
Illuminated by two strings of
construction lights hung over
the ridge beam, they crawled
like spiders over the cen-
turies-old ceiling, testing
plaster keys by shaking them
and tossing away those that
snapped. 

Historic Plaster Conserva-
tion Services is a Canadian
company founded in 1988 to
conserve architectural plaster. 

The company patented
several products and tools —
micro-jacks to hold up ceil-
ings, an adhesive gel-syringe
gun, adhesives and a remote
applicator to treat ceilings
from blind locations.

“Historic plaster has both
aesthetic and practical val-
ue,” said Neal Mednick, a
company spokesman. “In vir-
tually all cases it’s worth pre-
serving.”

Restoring the plaster is a
three step process of spray-
ing the plaster with a water
and acrylic resin mix. The
first spray is mostly water
and is designed to penetrate
all the layers of plaster and
wood substrate. The second
is half resin and water and
the third is all resin. As the
water evaporates the resin
adheres over the plaster and
wood substrate, connecting
all the plaster into a single
cohesive unit. Then, the bro-
ken keys are fixed with a cus-

tom caulk gun.
“These are specially for-

mulated acrylic resins to
penetrate into the plaster,
there are two objectives,” he
said. “One is to strengthen
the plaster matrix, which
over time becomes powdery
and weak, and the other is to
consolidate the plaster onto
the wood lath.”

He said the consolidation
transforms the ceiling from a
weak suspension system to a
strong adhered system. 

“What’s important is the
acrylic resins are inherently
flexible,” he said. “If they
were not flexible this proce-
dure would not work.”

Tom Burns, Historic Plas-
ter Conservation Services
representative for the New
England region and owner of
Artech Church Interiors, said
flexibility is important to
keep the plaster from crack-
ing as the building sways.

THE PLASTER DATES to the
construction of the building
in 1870, although the church
was founded in 1732. Origi-
nally, it convened in a 28-by-
24-foot structure near the
corner of Main Street and
Glover Avenue. In 1746 a
larger building was con-
structed on the west side of
Main Street before the stone
structure in use today was
built. 

Paul Bastiaanse’s late fa-
ther, Robert Bastiaanse,
founded Valley Restoration
about 1965. Bastiaanse, 40,
and his brother Mark picked
up the trade by helping their
father with projects. 

Christopher Wigren,
deputy director of the Con-
necticut Trust for Historic
Preservation, said preserving
original or old materials
wherever possible is impor-
tant because small insignifi-
cant changes over time can
significantly change the feel
of a building.

“The building is very im-
portant to its congregation
and the community as well
and we’re very happy they’re
taking good care of it to con-
tinue to serve the communi-
ty,” he said. 

CEILING: A first for Connecticut
Continued from Page One
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Mark Bastiaanse uses rags on a pole to gather any spillage from spraying the plaster on the
other side during a restoration process above the ceiling at the Trinity Church in Newtown.

turnout of at least 200 stu-
dents at his school to partici-
pate during a walkout that
will take place on school
grounds at 10 a.m.

Herrera said the goal is to
appeal to lawmakers to “im-
plement safety laws that are
known to be effective.”

Local politicians have also
been invited to participate,
but as of last week, Herrera
said he hadn’t yet heard back. 

“But I am hopeful,” he said.
Meanwhile, he said his
school’s administrators have
“been extremely supportive”
of students’ plans. Principal
Louis Padua confirmed that
support in an email to the Re-
publican-American. 

Several schools have regis-
tered their events with the
Women’s March Action Net-
work website, which calls on
students, teachers, adminis-
trators, parents and others to
participate in a national walk-
out for 17 minutes — repre-
senting the number of victims
— at 10 a.m. Wednesday. 

Waterbury Chief Academic
Officer Darren Schwartz told
Board of Education commis-

sioners during a recent board
workshop that when school
officials learned of national
walkouts planned for this
month and in April, discus-
sions were held among ad-
ministrators and with police
about how to accommodate
both participating and non-
participating students.

“I support it. I wholeheart-
edly support it,” said Kate
Rockefeller, the mother of a
17-year-old Terryville High
School student, of a similar
event planned at her daugh-
ter’s school. “It’s insane what
this generation has had to
deal with.”

Rockefeller said Terryville
High School administrators
appear to support students’
activities, so long as it’s non-
political. 

“I don’t think it’s my place
to disallow,” Rockefeller
said, adding the event will
take place on school property,
and will have low impact as
far as missing class goes. 

According to the website,
similar events were planned at
Cheshire High School, Pom-
peraug High School, Rocham-
beau Middle School in South-
bury and Torrington High

School.
Meanwhile, prayer servic-

es are planned at Water-
bury’s Catholic high schools,
Sacred Heart and Holy Cross,
according to leaders at both
schools. 

In Naugatuck, high school
Principal Janice Saam and Po-
lice Lt. Bryan Cammarata said
so far they had not heard of
plans to stage a walkout there. 

At Kaynor Technical High
School, students hadn’t ex-
pressed plans as of last week,
Principal David Telesca said. 

In Wolcott, middle- and
high-school students will
have the option to participate
in a supervised walk that will
take place on school grounds,
said Superintendent Anthony
Gasper.

“At my urging, the princi-
pals have instructed the staff
that the school system is not
taking a pro- or anti-stance on
gun control through this ac-
tivity,” Gasper wrote, while
adding teachers may use the
event as a teachable moment
to discuss the history of civil
disobedience in democracy.

Contact Michael Gagne at
mgagne@rep-am.com.

WALKOUT: 17-minute dissent
Continued from Page One


	Metro_20180312_A01_3
	Metro_20180312_A07_0

